
CONTRARIWISE EDITORIAL BOARD APPLICATION 

Due: September 28th 

 

Name___________________________________ 

Grade___________________ 

 

Please Note: If you are accepted to be on the Contrariwise Editorial Board you must commit to meeting 

once per week on Wednesdays after school. You are expected to attend every single week. If you cannot 

attend you must contact the Editors-In-Chiefs to notify them of your upcoming absence as far in 

advance as possible. If you miss more than two meetings in total you may not continue on as a board 

member of the journal.  

Your application will be reviewed by the Officers of the Contrariwise Journal, including the Editors-In-

Chief, and you will be contacted about the status of your application within one week of the above 

mentioned due date.  

To apply please attach to this form a one page written response to the following prompt: 

 Two friends are on a down escalator that is packed with people. All the people on the escalator, 

including the two friends, are stationary except for one person who insists on walking down the 

escalator to get to their destination faster and is asking people on the escalator to move out of their way 

to achieve this. There is an empty staircase directly parallel to the escalator. Friend One is outraged at 

this person’s behavior and comments upon their rudeness to Friend Two. But, Friend Two disagrees that 

the person was being rude at all. In fact, Friend Two states that it is the stationary people on the 

escalator who are being rude because proper escalator etiquette dictates that people who intend to 

remain stationary on the escalator should line up to the right of it in single-file in order to create a “fast 

lane” on the left side for people who are in a hurry. Friend One thinks this is ridiculous when there is an 

empty stairway directly parallel to the escalator that anyone in a hurry can use to run down without 

having to ask people to move out of their way. Friend Two says that that violates the very purpose of 

escalators, which is to move people more efficiently than stairs can. People, Friend Two argues, should 

not be stationary on the escalator at all since it is there to move people faster, not to give them time to 

just stand there, which is why the people who want to be stationary on the escalator should move out of 

the way for someone who wants to use the escalator for its intended and proper purpose. Friend One 

can’t believe what he/she is hearing. Clearly escalators exist to assist people who are tired, or who have 

large bags to carry, or who are elderly and need help getting up and down stairs, not to move people 

efficiently. After all, walking up or down escalators doesn’t increase the speed of transport anymore 

than a few fractions of a second, and that is practically nothing. Friend Two disagrees and says that 

those fractions of a second for each person added all together actually account for a large savings in 

time overall and cuts down on the amount of time that the place the escalator is located in is congested 

with too many people. So the question to you is: What is proper escalator etiquette? 
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